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doctrine of the League had been, that as a relapsed
heretic he had forfeited all claim to the throne,
and that no simulated conversion, nor even the
papal absolution itself, could relieve him from this
disability.

Mayenne had promised to the Spaniards that the
Estates should meet and settle the succession in the
first months of the new year (1593). Philip II. had
determined, if possible, to secure the Crown for the
Infanta in her own right, or, if that might not be, as
the wife of a prince, to be chosen by him and elected
by the representatives of the nation. To obtain this
end he intended that the Estates should meet in the
presence of an irresistible Spanish army.

Parma was determined that if the thing must be
done it should not be done by halves. If he must
again abandon the war against the Dutch, to in-
tervene in France, he would perform his task so
thoroughly that it should need no repetition.

During the summer he had been recovering from
his wound and nursing his constitutional infirmities
at Spa. In the late autumn he ordered his Spanish
and Italian veterans, his lansquenets and Walloon
men-at-arms to assemble at Arras. He intended to
enter Paris, where a palace was being prepared for
him, at the head of. an irresistible force, and to im-
pose his master's will on Mayenne and the Estates,
while he earned the gratitude of the citizens by
driving the royal garrisons out of the neighbouring
towns. This venture, at any rate, little as he ap-
proved of it, would not, like the invasion of England,
be at the mercy of fickle winds and waves.